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Brian Verheul and Dr. Carl Turkstra at the official Groundbreaking Ceremony for the new leter 

lurkstra Library, which will present a striking new face for those looking at the campus from Gatmer Road. 
The glass and brick exterior includes Redeemer’s badge (a stylized version of the upper portion ofthe Coat of 
Arms) that will be backlit, proudly proclaiming the nature of the institution. The circular badge, Within the 


Library's triangular peak, maintains the pattern found on the porticos above many of the acade 


lic building’s 


entrances. The “front lobby” of the Library —the Circulation Desk, Reference area and Reading Ipunge—will 


use cu ! lines end half-height shelving units.to create an open, airy atmosphere. FIGOF Ply ye & 


the Peter 


Turkstra Library, and the new classrooms that are also part of the South Wing Addition, can be giewed at 


www.redeemer.on.ca/library/pturkstra.htm. 


Cooper Delivers Stirring Words 
at Opening Convocation 


Professors, staff, 
and students unite 
in Christ as another 

year begins 


BY RACHEL VAN GEEST 


Excitement and anticipation could 


be felt in Redeemer’s auditorium 
as students and faculty entered for 
Convocation 
the 


Redeemer 


Redeemer’s customary 


ceremony. This year, usual 


procession of first-year 
students seemed to be endless as a 
record number walked to their seats 
Although the ceremony is an annual 
tradition, one never tires of observing 
the professors clothed in their regal, 
scholarly attire 

On behalf of the absent Jacob Ellens, 
Professor Douglas Loney stepped up 
to introduce the proceedings, and he 
led an opening prayer of petition for 
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Dr. Thea VanTil-Rustoven, President Justin Cooper and Dr. 
Doug Loney, the platform party at Opening Convocation, 


Redeemer, as it embarks upon another 
year under God’s provision. Redeemer 
welcomes four new members to its 
faculty this year: Professor Mary Dyck 
of the Physical Education Department; 
History Professor Dr. Norm Fennema; 
Dr. Craig Bartholomew, Professor of 
Philosophy and for 
the Evan Runner chair; and Assistant 
Professor Sharon Klassen of Theatre 
Arts. 

Before the opening 
address, President Justin Cooper 
officially the f 
2008, extending special recognition 
to an impressive number of foreign 
students, A noted presence, President 
Emeritus Dr. Henry DeBolster further 
supported the 
a new year. Cooper then moved 
on to introduce this year’s Biblical 
theme taken Psalm 86:11: 
“Teach me your way, O Lord, and I 
will walk in your truth; give me an 
undivided heart, that | may fear your 
name.” Throughout his message, he 
encouraged all in attendance to join 
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with David in fis plea for wholé- 
hearted devotionto God. 

Cooper highlighted several aspects 
of the theme. Fist, he spoke about the 
difficulty of strifing for an undivided 
heart through the barriers of sin we 
encounter. He ufged those present to 
prayerfully seek grace and wholeness 
in Christ in ‘orfler to combat our 
pluralistic cultufe, which endorses 
values such ag self-reliance and 
widespread idolatry. Referring more 
specifically to a€ademic scholarship, 
he then explained that faith, living, 
and lvarning will give way to a 
spiritually rooted education in which 
Christians can continually seek God's 
guidance. This, in turn, will give us a 
foundation for searching more deeply 
for God's strength as we strive to avoid 
the ‘emptation to take on worldly 
Values, 
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REDEEMER’S STUDENT VOICE 


Redeemer Sports 
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# Can Christians 
m& Today be Socially 


Relevant? 


RUC leaders 
consider question at 
Student Leadership 

Summit 


BY KARISSA KOOPMANS 


On the evening of Friday, 
September 17", most of Redeemer 
University College’s student leaders 
were found in the executive dining 
room. They were there not only 
to sample some alluring culinary 
masterpieces, but also to listen to the 
timely words of Bill Van Groeningen. 
The keynote speaker for this year’s 
Autumn — Student 
Leadership Summit, 


As Christians, we 


being in an appropriate relationship 
with something), we are essentially 
being missionaries; we show those 
around us the very essence of who 
we are and seek to become. The 
question then becomes not whether 
or not it is possible to be a Christian 
and to be relevant, but rather what 
type of relevance we seek. 

Van Groeningen provided five 
phrases that sum up his view of 
what it means to be a true Christian 
leader who is biblically relevant 
within culture today. 

1. Leaders follow. 

The word “leader” is a word 
that can mean two opposing things 
depending upon the context in 
which it is used. As Christians, we 
are called to be leaders who follow. 
The best leaders 
are those who 


Van  Groeningen follow the way of 
addressed Jesus Christ, who 
question that, gre called to be = acknowledge 
without doubt, the procession 
weighs upon the leaders who follow of creation, fall 


minds and hearts of 
many. of Redeemer’s 
leaders—students, faculty and staff 
alike. The question is whether or 
not Christians today can be socially 
relevant and, if so, by what means. 
To begin, Van Groeningen defined 
the word “relevant” as_ existing 
in an appropriate — relationship 
with something. He said that it 
is important for us to assess our 
spiritual lives by asking ourselves 
what is relevant and appropriate for 
us. By asking ourselves this question, 
we are able to single out the root of 
our desiring to serve as leaders at 
Redeemer. How we consciously and 
subconsciously position ourselves in 
the world is an outward expression 
of our souls. Examining where we 
put ourselves within culture is a very 
tangible way to reveal our innermost 
values, which others perceive. 
Asaresult, by being relevant (or by 


and redemption, 
oy oee.who. follow the 
Ten Commandments, and who love 
God and their neighbours. Without 
a true yearning to follow in each of 
these capacities, Christian leaders 
will ultimately fail. In order to be 
relevant, we must learn how to 
follow. 
2. Leaders look for complexity. 
Creation overflows with beauty, 
diversity and complexity. As 
leaders, we need to acknowledge 
and appreciate this complexity by 
looking at issues and situations from 
various sides. Rather than simply 
coming at a problem from one side 
in order to find a quick solution, 
we must take into consideration the 
many different aspects that surround 
every issue, as well as the possible 
repercussions of each potential 


SEE “LEADERS,” PAGE 5 


Church in the Quad Draws 
Students for Time of Worship 


Annual outdoor 
worship service 


emphasizing . the. importance of challenges students 


devoting our’ whole selves to this 
communal effort Of unity with Christ. 
Secking a clear and pure mind is 
essentially a groupeffort, not simply an 
individual pursuit, Indeed, this insight 
could prove to be a powerful witness 
tool if the Redeemer community joins 
together in a edllective plea for an 
“undivided heart.” 

In the words of St. Augustine, 
which were expressed by Cooper, 
“Our hearts are restless until they find 
their rest in God” Ultimately, we owe 
our existence to God, and He promises 
abundant blessing, knowledge, and 
peace if we conform to his likeness. 

Cooper's powerful words serve 
as a groundbreaking benediction 
for Redeemer a8 we anticipate the 
challenges that @ New year brings. It 
all begins with simply asking for an 
“undivided heart.” With this as our 
focus, Redeemef Will continue to serve 
as a “city on a hill,” a witness beyond 
the confines of #6 Campus. ¢ > 


to discover an 
undivided heart 


BY GAYLE DOORNBOS 


On September 12, Redeemer 
students armed with lawn chairs, 
blankets, and even the occasional 
couch arrived in the quad. They 
came on this beautiful Sunday 
morning for the annual outdoor 
service, Church in the Quad. After 
a busy week of orientation activities, 
classes, seeing old friends, and 
meeting new ones, Church in the 
Quad offered a refreshing time of 
worship, prayer, and instruction in 
the Word. 

The service started at around 10; 
30a.m. with a time of singing. Led 
by several Redeemer students, the 
time of worship was a meaningful 
time of giving communal praise to 


Writer Recruitment Session 


Friday, September'24 ° Activity Period 11am. * Room 111 


God. After the singing and a brief 
time of prayer, Rob Powell delivered 
a powerful message to the students. 
He based his sermon on Psalm 86: 
11, which focuses on giving God 
an undivided heart. He challenged 
those at the service to realize that 
God created the heart for passion 
and is concerned about the state of 
the heart. Powell emphasized that 
God does not want a fragmented 
and unfeeling heart, but rather He 
desires a passionate and undivided 
one. Through his words, Powell 
challenged the students to lift up 
their hearts, undivided, in the year 
to come, 

When the message had ended, 
everyone sang a few more songs 
that focused on consecrating one’s 
heart to God. The songs contained 
great meaning and offered a time 
to respond to Powell's message 
through the lifting up of the 
community's voice. Following 
the song “Everyday,” the service 
was concluded, and the students 
gathered their chairs and blankets 
and headed back to their dorms to 
enjoy the rest of their Sunday. € 
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COMMENTARY 


Looking Back, Looking Ahead 


Editorial 


BY JENNIFER WEENING 


I have no doubt that your first two 
and a half weeks here at Redeemer 
have been filled with speeches and 
reflections brimming with warm 
fuzzies about the promise this new 
year holds for all of us. To change 
things up a little bit, I wanted to 
publish a little “blast from the 
past”: the very first Crown editorial, 
published in 
October of 1983. 


Let's look back in The Crown claims to be 
“Redeemer’s Student 
Maybe it will give Voice,” but unless you 
let us know that you 
have something to say, 


time and see how 
far we've come. 


us a starting point 
from which to look 
ahead to the 2004- 


Student Voice,” but unless you let us 
know that you have something to say, 
we can’t help your voice to be heard! 

I know that this year has a ton of 
good things in store. Academically, 
socially, spiritually—we have an 
abundance of opportunities to 
experience and grow in every way. 
Activities are happening constantly, 
and there is always something for 
everyone. Faculty  colloquiums, 
athletic tournaments, guest speakers, 
plays, visiting poets and authors, 
artists and musicians: these are just 
a few random 
samples of some of 
the activities that 
are taking place 
on a regular basis. 
Ideas are plentiful. 
The vast and ever- 
expanding network 
of Redeemer web 


2005 school year. y j logs proves that 
When ae first we cant help your nam there ei students 

issue of The Crown to be heard! out there with 

was published in thoughts and 

1983, the editor opinions just 

expressed the concern that, like waiting to be shared. These are the 

the paper tha s attenipted i of! 

previous year, 

get off the gr 

fear that Red 

have any arti the 

proved to be But 

you hold in y: , the 


year. 

Just because we've made it for 
twenty-two years, however, does not 
mean that I have no concerns about 
this year’s paper. Just as in 1983, 
there are students out there, with 
talents in writing, with opinions and 
ideas, who are waiting to be asked to 
contribute, and we don’t know about 
you. We need to hear from you! The 
Crown claims to be “Redeemer’s 


Welcome tovanother 
year of exciting 
changes 


BY DR. JUSTIN D. COOPER 


Welcome to another exciting 
academic year at Redeemer 
University College. It’s a great time to 
be studying at Redeemer as the Lord 
continues to bless us in so many ways. 
In all that we do this year, may we live 
out the truth of this year’s theme, Give 
Me an Undivided Heart. 

We've been very busy this summer 
preparing for a record enrolment 
of almost 900 students from across 
Canada, 12 US states, and 12 other 
countries. We're also excited to 
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college community. 


ok official invitation to have your 
say. And even if you have no desire 
to be a journalist, we still want your 
feedback in the form of letters to the 
editor, which are always welcome at 


We have twenty-one years of 
solid journalism behind us. Help us 
continue the tradition, and let your 
own voice be a part of the chorus of 
voices that make up The Crown. € ? 


be launching our new Bachelor 
of Education program, which has 
attracted many new students. We 
especially welcome Dr. Norman 
Fennema, a new history professor, 
and we ask for your prayers as we 
search for new professors and a full- 
time chaplain to begin in August of 
2005 as we continue to grow. 

To make room for such a 
large number of students, we are 
expanding our campus and facilities. 
We now have three dorm houses on 
the perimeter of the campus, and 
plans are underway for construction 
of married and independent student 
residences, which together will 
be called Knox Court and will be 
located along the Kitty Murray Lane 
entrance. Renovations also continue 
on the townhouse residences. We 
have raised over $7 million for new 
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5) In all of its 


The Crown Statement of Purpose 


last year, the Crown staff attemted to formulate a sort of mission statement to help guide 
Crown. The following is the result of the brainstorming that took place. It is reprinted here 
om our Constitution in order that you, the students, might hold us accountable. 


1) Asa Christian Newspaper and voice to the Christian community, The Crown shall aim to be a witness to the 
transforming power of Christ through journalism. In all of its dealings, The Crown shall reflect Biblical norms. 

2) The Crown shall be a medium for the open expression of the responsible opinion of Redeemer students. 
Responsible opinions stimulate discussion and growth in the community, while attempting to avoid purposeless 


3) The Crown shall report and comment on various campus events and issues, as well as events and issues beyond 
the campus, insofar as they are relevant to the Redeemer University student body. 

4) The Crown shall evaluate contemporary phenomena, based on a Christian understanding of culture. 

rting, commentary, and other content, The Crown shall aim to celebrate God’s creation, while 
recognizing the fallenness and idolatry in our culture, understand that no world or picture is neutral. 


Talent Begs to Be Shared 


BY HARRY ZANTINGH 


The very first issue. Wow! It 
has taken us over a year to get this 
far. Now you have in your hands 
the published work of real, living 
Redeemer students. This is quite an 
accomplishment, 
beginning —I hope 

As editor, I de 


have a concern 
to share 


college library. 
u, the students 
Ww ill dispel that fear 
d contributing to 


of Redeemer, 
by supporting an 


the paper. ch, 

They tell me that Redeemer has 
talent. Yes, we have our basketball 
wizards and ¢ star hockey 
players. We have our outstanding 
academic people with “straight 


do we have any 


talent? I am almost 


ra our campus 
Growing 


at stands behind us. 

hoped that the 
of the new library/ 
pansion of the academic 


We 


by now. We will have 
ot ceremony as 
a. ready to go. The 


ie Library, and we 
id eight new classrooms, 
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e time you sit down to read 
ticle, I imagine that a stark 
tion will have set in. That's 
beach towels 
ay for another 
‘have once again 
imp into a new 


be made from st 
days, to the busyne 
brings. This is @ 


ind | always enjoy Wal 


oiching up 
absence) and 


demic year. Our 


the is year is taken from Psalm 
86: feach me yOur way, O Lord 
a d I ll walk in Your truth; give 
Ine art, that | may fear 


en wondered 


Mdivided hearts. 
be the loftiest 

could ever 
| papers, to dorm 
t friendships, to 
Acompasses the 
life of a student, I think the best 
way to describe OUP lives is exactly 
the opposite. Our lives seem very 
divided! We are ‘Old over and over 
to practise time Management—to 
properly divide OW time and our 


to have 


In f t, that seems te 


say no. When I think of last year’s 
newspaper which died because of 
lack of interest and contributions, | 
become more down-hearted. There 
was very little exhibition of artistic 
talent (the emblem in the student 
lounge being the only exception and 
that was done by one person). The 
only writing I saw outside of class 
was the distasteful graffiti put on the 


slike to s er cdWards! ) 
is whether this Where are the poets, the writers, 


e artists? Where are the people that 


n express themselves in original)” 


eative ways? These are the people 
at have an impact on life; hey are 


e ones who change’ the world. Is 


edeemer doomed td be a college 


filled with inexpressive, lethargic 
mutes who have nothing to say? 
No, deep down, I think otherwise. 
I know that Redeemer has oodles of 
talent just waiting to be discovered. I 
am certain that there are many who 
will leave their mark in the cultural 
world; all they need is a tiny nudge, 
a small opportunity to get started. 
You have plenty of ideas but just 
haven't put them on paper; | urge 


which are slated for completion by 
September 2005. In the meantime, if 
areas are crowded at times, we would 
appreciate your patience while these 
facilities are being completed. 

We have also improved the 
residential students’ food plan, 
the Market and the Bookstore, as 
well as the projection system in 
the auditorium. The Dreaming of 
Lions installation in the upper north 
hallway will add an interesting new 
dimension to the academic building, 
and we look forward both to the 
inauguration of our H Evan Runner 
Professor of Philosophy, Dr Craig 


focus among all the things that 
occupy our lives. 

As we begin this year, I encourage 
all of you to really take hold of the 
theme and learn what it means to 
have an undivided heart. It doesn’t 
mean forgetting all the things that will 
go on in your life. Rather, it means 
asking God to direct your focus and 
allowing Him to be your strength 
when you seem to be divided beyond 
manageability. It is He who will give 
us undivided hearts, if we desire 
them. This psalm was recorded as a 
prayer, and I challenge us to make it 
our prayer as well, as we strive for 
excellence academically, socially, and 
spiritually this year. 

There is much to be excited about 
as this year begins. Redeemer is a 


you to pick up a pen and write. 
Perhaps you have a scrapbook full 
of material; share it and let others 
enjoy it as well. You won't regret it, 
and neither will the readers. 

Then there are those of us who 
love to talk (and I include myself). 
We love to express our opinion 
eloquently on matters of extreme 
importance. Perhaps it is time that 
we expound oulviews in a much 
moré @@ihcrete |Way—by writing 
them down for the public to see. 

Yes, there, are gifted people at 


Redeemer but falent begs to be 
shared, In fact it is not talent unless 
it is Shared. We Rave a newspaper 
now. There is af opportunity now. 
Share yourself! € ? 

— October 31, 1983 


Bartholomew, on October 1, and to 
the launch of the Bernard Zylstra 
Lectures on November 2, with Dr 
Theodore Malloch as our lecturer, 
which we hope you will attend. 

As you can see, much is happening 
here at Redeemer. And for all of 
it we give thanks to the Lord. It 
is our prayer that, through these 
efforts, your Christian university 
education will be more enriching 
and rewarding. We wish you the 
Lord's blessing in your personal lives, 
academic work and campus activities, 
as together we pursue the life of the 
undivided heart. € * 


ate President Welcomes Peers 


place of community, and there is no 
doubt that you will experience great 
friendships and fellowship. There are 
sO many ways to get involved and to 
serve, and as you continue through 
this year, I encourage you to take 
hold of those opportunities. 

As Student Senate President, it 
excites me to be back and to dive 
into what Redeemer has for us, and 
I hope you share this sentiment. 
There is much to experience here, 
and whether you are experiencing it 
for the first time or the fourth, enjoy 
it! Finally, I realize that I have not yet 
said what perhaps should have been 
said in the first line of this article: 
Welcome! May the Lord give us 
undivided hearts as we seek to walk 
in His truth this year. €? 
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“What is Your New School Year’s Resolution?” 


COMPILED BY AMYANN FAUL 


MICAH DR. DEBORAH 
VAN DIJK BOWEN 
“c “c 
To kick dorm Can I have three? 
13’s butt at floor 1. To make time 
hockey! for people. 
9 2. To get on top of 
my filing... 
3. To learn more 
about being still 
before God. 


I could name lots 
of others... but 
they really all boil 
down to: Asking 
God daily for the 
grace of living in 
His time. 

”? 


Moving from Public High School to Redeemer an Enormous Blessing 


God instills peace 
and joy during 
stressful transition 
to university 


BY JANINE SIEMENS 


I came from a large public high 
school where students walked up and 
down the hallways expressionless. 
They were expressionless because 
the school wasn’t God-centered. 
Sure there were believers who 
tried to be the salt and light of the 
public institution, but I always felt 
like a Christian who was missing 
something: the fellowship of other 
fellow Christians. Do not get me 
wrong; there were many Christians, 


but there were also many who did 
not believe, refused to believe, or 
would never believe. I struggled 
as I watched people so empty and 
unfulfilled. People refused to see the 
truth, though it was right there in 
front of them. 

It is a very pleasant change to be 
able to walk up and down Redeemer 
University College's hallways and see 
faces filled with light and hope. Here 
at Redeemer, we can gather and pray 
together. Here, we can be the light 
and the salt of the world. We can be 
an example both to other institutions 
and to the world, demonstrating 
how great and wonderful God is. 
I am not saying that one cannot 
be an example in a public high 
school; in fact, I’m saying quite the 
opposite. When I attended a public 
school, I found that, although it was 
extremely difficult sometimes, it was 


Struggling to Fit In 


First-year Scottish 
student tries to find 
a place in Dutch 
private school 


BY RYAN SERO 


The transition from high 
school to university or college (or 
university college, whatever that 
means) is a very important and 
fairly interesting, if not frightening, 
experience for most people. 

This transition in a young 
person’s life marks the change from 
childhood to adulthood. Although 
there are other changes that 
accompany this transition, these are 
best kept out of this article and in 
the biology lab. 

Redeemer University College (I 
still don’t know what it means) is a 
smashing place to be, but since first 
impressions are the most important, 
well, here they are. 

First off, most people here at 
Redeemer belong to the Christian 
Reformed Church (CRC) and are 
Dutch. I’m neither. I’m a Scottish 
guy in a Dutch world. This basically 
means that I’m shorter and I wear 
(what some might call) a skirt, but 
I’m just as cheap as the Dutch. It’s 
not a great way to be known, but at 
least I stick out (any guy in a skirt 
would). Actually, the CRC bit doesn’t 
affect me much. Denominations are 
denominations, and most people 
find that the differences between 
them are minimal and are really 
more interesting than they are 


Faith Justice Politics 


wrong. I’ve know this all along. But 
then, I have to learn to show some 
respect. After all, there are many 
nicknames that one can get called 
for wearing a kilt and being a foot 
shorter than everyone else. 

My first impressions are far more 
different than those of the typical 
first-year due to the plain fact that 
I've been home-schooled all my life. 
I’ve never been inside any public, 
Christian or Catholic school. This 
distinction between me and my 
classmates, dorm mates, and so 
forth means that I’m not quite as 
prepared for the intricacies of school 
life. And I’m proud of it! As far as I 
can tell, I’m better off not following 
trends like baggy pants that are so 
loose that I could get a career in 
plumbing. 

The world’s premiere university 
college (does anybody know 
what that means?) has its flaws, 
certainly. For example: the state of 
the network’s internet connection. 
Actually, I’m not sure that it has 
one. I always thought that an 
internet connection was supposed 
to get a student's computer online. 
Redeemer’s connection won't do 
that for some reason. Apparently, 
just because this is a Christian 
university (college or university 
college—we may never know) 
doesn’t mean that its ethernet cables 
are immune to becoming demon 
possessed. 

On the whole, I plan to have 
a blast here at the college (or 
university college), as long as I’m 
not declared a loony and locked up 
before my four years here are up, 
which is more of a possibility than I 
think some people realize. € ” 


* visit us at www.cpj.ca 
* support the work of social justice 
Christians by becoming a member 


(only $10 for students) 
* read the Catalyst available in 
your library 
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also very rewarding. | was a member 
of Christian Club, and together we 
could be an example. 

I am experiencing an enormous 
change this year. It is an uncertain 
change that I am dealing with right 
now just like many others. First- 
year students have left home behind, 
some of them for the first time. Life 
has become unpredictable, and there 
are many unanswered questions 
that linger: What am I going to 
major/minor in? Am I in the right 
place? Doubts and inconsistencies 
are thrown into view, and _ life 
seems to have been shaken up and 
left incomprehensible. Although a 
number of us are unsure of some 
parts of our lives, we can be sure of 
the most important thing of all: God. 
God is here guiding and leading us. 
re not lost, but we are 
rotected, The more 
this, the more I 
felt at peace with my decision to 
attend such an institution. God is 
not hidden in this student body; he 


is right here nd 6 out His hands 


I came to 


to everyone, and together we gather 
in His arms. j 

Coming from a public high 
school, I was unaware of what I was 
getting myself into, but I stepped 
into Redeemer with awe and sheer 
amazement. I immediately felt a 
wave of blessing wash over me as 
some of my professors began their 
classes with prayer, making me feel 
more united to the student body 
as we bowed our heads, closed 
our eyes, and felt God with such 


Although there 
isn’t a cure, there 
are preventive 
measures 


BY NATALIE ARMSTRONG 
& LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


The sun has now set on your 
summer vacation, committing 
joyous times to memory and 
replacing hours of bliss with 
hours of relentless study and, yes, 
social exhaustion, We've all seen it 
transpire: you walk into the school 
building and within a moment you 
are bombarded by many greetings 
and numerous questions from 
people whom you have not seen 
for weeks or even months. 

So how does this happen? Why 
do so many of us become 
victims of social exhaustion? 
Could it be that we spend too 
much time dishing out pre- 
programmed responses to 
the pre-rehearsed questions 
that we have been asked? For 
example, the typical question, 
“How was your summer?” 
is invariably followed by a 
predictable response, “Great/ 


fine/alright.” 

Yet another classic: “Did 
you do ing special/ 
exciting?” doesn’t seem 


to matter what you say in 
response to this one because 


sincerity. | was amazed. No words 
can explain how great a blessing it is 
to attend a school that shows God’s 
love and power this way. 

On the first day of school, I stood 
in amazement as people whom I did 
not even know showered me with 
smiles and waved at me. Students 
more familiar with Redeemer asked 
me questions and took interest in 
a new face. The RAs proved to be 
very helpful at such a vulnerable 
time in my life. Despite the busyness 
of their lives, they always had the 
time to answer questions, and 
they provided me with helpful 
hints. And they continue to be a 
wonderful source. The activities 
made me feel welcome, and I feel 
very much at home. Everything ran 
smoothly thanks to the people who 
were involved in starting another 


-year—and thanks especially to a 


wonderful, caring God, 

I do not know what will happen 
in my future. I can only predict, but 
there is only one who knows my 
life and what will happen. I know 
that I have to focus on the present 
and on God. Everyone is dealing 
with something right now. There 
is always something, but there is 
always God and, even though times 
may seem confusing, He is here 
holding our hands and directing us. 

Change is not easily accepted. 
When life is predictable, we are 
certain to feel like our lives are 
under control; however, the only 
one who has control is God. Change 
is not always pleasant, although it 


Social Exhaustion Stings Students 


almost any reply is followed by 
the ever-popular, overused phrase 
“cool.” After this brief verbal 
exchange takes place and you 
both stand there for a moment of 
mandatory awkward silence, you 
say, “Goodbye,” or, “See you later,” 
and then go your separate ways. 

This scenario may be played out 
repeatedly, until you can no longer 
stand coming face-to-face with 
another human being. You will then 
know that you have just achieved 
social exhaustion. All of a sudden, 
what you did this summer will 
no longer matter, and frankly, you 
won't be able to care less about what 
others did during the summer. 

You may now be thinking: this 
has happened to me on numerous 
occasions; am I suffering from social 
exhaustion? The answer is, quite 
possibly, yes. But rest assured that 
there is no cure, only prevention. 

Before we get into the prevention 
of social exhaustion, let us lay down 
a couple of basic ground rules. First, 
everyone is at risk. Even those of 
you who love social interaction are 
in danger because, just as anyone 
who loves peanut butter can attest, 
you can have too much of a good 
thing. The grim reality is that 
everyone has a breaking point. 

Second, there are warning signs. 
If you start to feel as though you 
are experiencing multiple episodes 
of deja-vu and increasing levels of 
your frustration, you're cruising to 
your breaking point. At this point 
it’s time to hit the brakes, take a step 
back along with a deep breath, and 
respectfully withdraw from your 


can be extremely rewarding. In fact, 
we all know that events happen for 
reasons we may not be sure of at the 
present time. We might never be able 
to understand why something has 
happened, but this is what makes us 
believe even more in a God who has 
control and a purpose. We put our 
trust in Him and believe that He will 
take care of us through that change, 
and He will. We must have faith that 
we will be able to cope, and we can 
only fully cope with something if we 
have Him at the center of our lives. 

We at Redeemer are pieces of a 
puzzle that fit together to make a 
beautiful picture that glorifies God’s 
name. We must all work together as 
a community to make that picture, 
and we must all stay together to be 
supportive. As I begin my first year 
at Redeemer University College, it 
is my prayer that each one of you 
will become more at peace with 
everything and remember to stay 
focused on God and the gift that He 
has so willingly given us. 

I leave you with Psalm 37:4: 
“Delight yourself in the Lord, and 
He will give you the desires of your 
heart.” These words ring with such 
promise, and we must all have the 
hope in those words as we start 
another chapter of our lives in 
Christ Jesus. I hope you all have a 
blessed year and that you leave your 
worries in His hands. Be joyous in 
Him and be thankful for attending 
an institution that is constantly 
growing in Christ. < 


present conversation. With these 
two rules, we can now proceed to 
how to prevent social exhaustion. 

The first step to prevention is 
pacing yourself. Be sure to ease 
yourself into the Redeemer bubble 
and the many social encounters that 
await you within the sphere. If you 
step out of the blocks too fast you 
will soon hit the wall—hard. 

The second step is, as 
aforementioned, to learn to 
respectfully withdraw from any 
socially overwhelming situation. It 
is not rude to decline from social 
interaction, so do not feel obligated 
to take part in virtually every 
opportunity for engagement. 

The third means of prevention, if 
required, is to hide away for some 
time in order to fuel up to survive 
playing in the fast-paced and 
socially fatiguing world in which 
we live. Although living on campus 
in a dorm of up to eight people may 
seem impossible, there are places 
on—and even off—campus that can 
serve as a tranquil sanctuary. 

In order to reduce the risk of 
suffering from social exhaustion, 
prevention is a requirement, not 
an option. Dealing with social 
exhaustion as a university student 
will save you from burn out and 
other ensuing problems. While 
the first couple of weeks may 
seem overwhelming at first, be 
confident in knowing that things 
will (probably) settle down. And if 
not, remember these simple steps to 
prevention throughout a year that 
is guaranteed to be both busy and 
unpredictable. €” 
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~Seasoned Chef Whips up Tastier Communal Meals 


Chef Dave treated 
like a rock star 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


There is a new favourite guy on 
campus, and he isn’t a superstar 
athlete or some first-year super- 
hunk. He’s Chef Dave, and we all 
love him. 

The 30-year-old Brantford native, 
whose full name is Dave Allen, has 
quickly become one of the most 
recognized people at Redeemer. He 
made his “debut” last year at the 
final communal meal, but the full 
impact of his arrival was not truly 
felt until the beginning of this school 
year. 

I recently had the opportunity 
to sit down and talk with Chef 
Dave about his experiences, his 
impressions of Redeemer, and other 
areas of his life. Before attending 
Liaison College in Hamilton, Dave 
worked at a hotel (Best Western), a 
pasta restaurant called La Dente, a 


Greek restaurant called Sorbo’s, and 
a sports bar called Sporto’s (which 
serves “lots of wings and gourmet 
pizzas,” says Dave). He was recently 
the personal chef of Dolph Lundgren 
(Ivan Drago in Rocky IV) when 
the actor was shooting a movie in 
Toronto. 

Chef Dave's first impressions of 
Redeemer’s Market were similar 
to those many people have upon 
entering it for the first time. “I 
couldn’t believe how many pre-made 
things there were. Everything was in 
a can,” he explained. “Eating like 
that costs a fortune. I figure it’s better 
for me to make sauces from scratch. I 
make a huge batch and sell it to you 
for less (than the cost of name-brand 
canned sauces).” That’s not to say 
he thought it was all bad. “They do 
a fair amount here. The market is a 
great idea.” 

As for the reaction that Chef Dave 
has been getting this year? “It’s crazy. 
You walk around the halls and people 
are like, ‘Hey, Chef Dave!’ It’s like 
you're a rock star.” And the massive 
response to his communals and 


soups? “It’s the biggest compliment 
that you guys like my food, Running 
out of soup is a great compliment.” 

The news of the new chef on 
campus spread like wildfire, made 
obvious by the record turnout at 
the first communal. While Dave 
did do the final communal of last 
school year, this one was completely 
different. “The last communal (last 
year) was pretty easy. This first one... 
that was pretty crazy.” 

It was obvious to me while talking 
to him that Redeemer students have 
a lot of good things to look forward 
to this year. Expect to see a variety 
of fresh soups every day, including 
curries and mulligatawny. He is also 
planning a couple of pasta dishes for 
thematic communal meals (such as 
Greek). 

While cooking dinner for 350 
hungry students may sound like a 
daunting task, this chef is used to it, 
thanks to his experience. “The hotel 
business helped the most because 
I’m used to doing banquets for 350 
people, just like communal here.” 

For those of you looking for 


Introducing Matt Pamplin 


He’s injecting 
passion, insight, 
and experience 
into Student Life 

department 


BY CANDICE TURNER 


Redeemer has a fresh, new face 
in student life, Matt Pamplin. Taking 
over Christa Hesselink’s position 
of Activities and Orientation 
Coordinator, Pamplin has a broad 
ground of Redeemer to take under 
his wing. 

Pamplin comes to us from one of 
Canada’s founding fathers, England. 
With a delightful English accent 
and lingo that is sure to spice up 
any conversation, he is beginning 
to shake things up in our Redeemer 
community. Blessed with passion 
and excitement for reaching out to 
students, as well as a desire to stretch 
students in their faith, he is a welcome 
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An excited Matt Pamplin in 
his new office. 


+4 increasing his 
"| Redeemer. He was soon offered a 


JOHN WHANG 


presence here. 

Pamplin has always had a desire to 
work with young people. In England, 
he worked with Youth with a Mission 
(commonly known as YWAM) as 
a youth pastor involved in local 
university outreach. He first took 
part in a disciple-training program, 
and he continued’ to lead through 
YWAM in teaching and worship. 
These endeavours led to conferences, 
local outreach opportunities, as well 
as missions abroad. 

While working at YWAM, he met 
Redeemer student Jen Veenstra. Soon 
enough they became engaged and 
began the tedious process of Pamplin’s 
immigration to Canada, Last May, 
Pamplin finally moved to Canada, 
and he and Veenstra married in June. 
When he hit the shores of Canada, he 
worked in many odd jobs, including 
a group home under the umbrella 
of Family Guidance International, 
where he worked beside teens aged 
12-18 with behavioural obstacles. 

Pamplin was thinking about youth 
pastoring again, as well as getting 
involved in some kind of campus 
] ministry. In February 2004, 
Pamplin and his wife led our 
ite Mississippi mission trip, thereby 
connection to 


"| position at Redeemer to which he 
'| felt led by God. 
| “I'm so glad God's in charge 
| of my life and I’m not!” Pamplin 
says. In his life this past year, 
he has truly come to grips with 
God's faithfulness. He is seeking 
obedience to our Father and 
taking constant steps of faith as he 
trail-blazes through his new role. 
When asked what __sihis 
impression of Redeemer is so far, 
he first noted that there are no 
Christian universities in England. 
Although there are Christian 
unions, education based upon 


a Christian foundation is alien to 
England. He says he is impressed 
by Redeemer students’ hunger for 
personal growth and their desire 
to impact the world. He is also 
impressed by the faculty’s willingness 
to serve God. 

In terms of his vision for Student 
Life, he wants to encourage students 
to gain a comprehensive view of 
their faith, to have fun discovering 
God's calling, and to seek ways to 
make a difference. He desires to 
create enjoyable activities that will 
encourage students to discover that 
our God is a God of creativity. 

Reflecting on a few of the 
differences. bebween. Canada and 
England, Pantplin says, “The weather 
is definitely different; it doesn’t rain 
as much here. England is a bit dull. 
There’s also more variety here in 
grocery stores.” 

Pamplin is also working through 
the language barrier between 
England and Canada. For example, 
the English say “aluminium foil” 
(pronounced A-LUM-IN-IUM), 
whereas Canadians say “aluminum 
foil”; the English say “cling film,” 
whereas Canadians say “Saran 
Wrap”; the English say “rubbish,” 
whereas We say garbage (there is no 
true Canadian equivalent). When he 
was asked what he missed the most 
about hig homeland, he responded, 
“I miss friends, football (called soccer 
in Canada), some English comedy, 
but some of it’s rubbish, and some 
English newspapers.” 

Some unique qualities that he 
hopes to bring to Redeemer are his 
love and passion for people and the 
energy these give him. As he says 
(with an English accent): “I like to 
think [have a sense of humour, and 
I enjoy life. I think outside the box. 
It’s said, ‘If we do what we've always 
done, We'll have what we've always 
had.” ¢ ? 


Leaders Encouraged to be “Out of Control” 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


solution. While it is often our desire 
to find the quickest answer to a 
problem, it is not nearly as beneficial 
as when we take the time to first 
consider all the details and possible 
outcomes. In most situations, a 
leader must reject hasty judgements. 
One-dimensional solutions simply 
move the problem somewhere else, 
rather than completely eliminating 
it. 

3. Leaders are sentenced by their 
sentences. 

Words have a _ dynamic 
relationship with things; they define 
and refine reality. Words put abstract 
concepts and ideas into a more 
concrete form. The right words at the 
right time have the power to refine 
the view of reality that a person or 
group holds. However, the wrong 
words at the wrong time can have 
an equally drastic effect in a negative 
way. The words of a leader are made 
even more powerful because of the 
title the leader has, since their named 
position grants them additional 
power and authority. Leaders are 
simply people, but they live out a 
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position. Therefore, the words of 
a leader do not simply reflect who 
they are, but their words also reflect 
on the office that they are fulfilling. A 
leader's spoken words define what is 
relevant and appropriate. 

4, Genuine, good leaders are out of 
control. 

Good leaders recognize that not 
everything needs to come to and 
function through them. The role of 
the leader is to get out of the way 
so that others can enter into the 
opened space and be able to flourish. 
Leaders guard and support the 
space of others, encouraging their 
growth. Leading can be a lonely 
experience because leaders are not 
permitted to be in that space with 
the others; therefore, it is important 
to have other leaders come alongside 
for support. Those who lead in 
this manner make themselves very 
vulnerable and must be transparent 


and genuine in order to gain the — i 


trust of their followers, 
5. Leaders listen for the laughter. 


Leaders often meddle in other 


people’s lives. Meddling in 
affairs of those around us is alway$ 


bad, with one exception: when 


you are willing to suffer first and 
foremost for the sake of the lives 
you are meddling in. Leaders must 
be Willing to suffer for the good of 
others; an unwillingness to do this is 
cause enough to refrain from taking 
on @ role of leadership. Scripture 
promises that joy will follow 
suffering. It may not be joyous for 
thé leader, but it should at least be 
joyous for others. A leader must 
listen for the laughter of those whom 
iney are leading; if joy is not there, 
tir leadership is not relevant. 

Van Groeningen concluded by 


Sod has control over every single 
pect of creation and that every 
1ere is His. Groeningen said that 


ed to encourage their followers 
> use the gifts that God has given 
em for a lasting end, @ 


a place to eat while out on the 
town, Chef Dave has some local 
recommendations. For steak lovers, 
he recommends Shakespeare’s of 
Hamilton. As for those of you into 
pasta, try The Russo of Ancaster. 

Chef Dave is not only a cook for 
others, but also one for himself as 
well. When asked what his favourite 
food is, his answer was simple: 
“Beef. Filet mignon in a bernaise 
sauce, specifically.” 


So next time you are digging in 
a delicious communal or quickly 
slurping down a cup of soup on the 
way to class, remember to thank the 
man under the chef's hat, the man 
behind the scenes, Chef Dave. (And 
let’s not forget all the other great 
people in the kitchen who all work 
hard too!) 

And, by the way ladies, he is 
single. € * 


Chef Dave hard at work, cooking sausages for the Student 
Senate barbeque last week. 


JEFF SIEGER 


~ WORLD NEWS FLASH 


BY JAKE BELDER AND 
AARON VERHOEF 


This is the first installment of 
what will become a regular column 
in this year’s issues of The Crown. 
We will provide a short outline 
of some of the major news stories 
from around the world. Our aim is 
to keep the Redeemer community 
aware of the many different events 
occurring at the present time in 
various areas of the world, and we 
hope to further encourage students 
to keep themselves informed of the 
many pressing issues. Since these 
stories were submitted a_ short 
while before the publication of this 
issue, further developments in any 
particular study will inevitably 
have taken place, so we encourage 
you to keep yourself up to date. 


THE UNITED STATES 

Hurricane Ivan, a category 5 
storm with sustained winds of 
over 156 mph (250 km/h), began 
moving through the Caribbean on 
September 6. The storm did major 
damage to the Grand Cayman 
Islands, Jamaica, and Grenada. The 
residents on the islands are still 
dealing with flooding and have 
major rebuilding to do. Many lives 
are still unaccounted for. The storm 
is now bearing on the gulf coast of 
the southern United States, and it 
has been downgraded to a category 
4 storm with sustained winds of 
135 mph (215 km/h). Major concern 
lies with the city of New Orleans, 
which has areas below sea level that 
are in danger of being completely 
submerged by water. 

The presidential campaign 
continues in the United States as 
election day, November 2, draws 
closer. The latest poll figures place 
the current president, George W. 
Bush, ahead of Democrat Senator 
John Kerry by eleven percentage 
points, with the numbers at 
52% and 41% respectively. This 
increasing gap may be attributed to 
voters’ growing interest in the war 
against terrorism, which is Bush’s 
stronghold, and to voters’ rising 
disinterest in the economy, which is 
Kerry's main focal point. 


RUSSIA 

Two weeks after the deadly 
hostage crisis at a school in Beslan, 
Russia, President Vladimir Putin 
is taking measures to gain further 
control over the volatile area of 
Chechnya. He is proposing major 
in the way governors are 

put in place in the area, Governors 


are currently elected by popular 
vote; Putin is seeking to have them 
nominated instead, and he would 
like to have citizens vote only 
for political parties. The Kremlin 
blames Chechen rebels for the 
recent terrorist attacks throughout 
Russia, which have been fairly 
regular occurrences since August 
of 1999. 


SUDAN 

Efforts by the United States 
to curb the violence between 
Arabs and Africans in Sudan 
are not progressing smoothly. 
Over 1 million non-Arabs in the 
area of western Sudan known as 
Darfur have been displaced in 
what is being called a genocide 
against the Africans. It is being 
referred to as one of the worst 
humanitarian crises in the world 
today. The United States has 
proposed a draft resolution, 
which they have presented to the 
United Nations, but it has been 
called both imbalanced and unfair 
by the Sudanese government in 
Khartoum. Recent peace talks have 
disintegrated, and the warring 
continues to plague the unstable 
nation. 


CHINA 

The ruling communist party in 
China continues in a power struggle 
as fears of corruption within the 
party begin to spread. President 
Hu Jintao and military chief Jiang 
Zemin are allegedly vying for top 
spot in the government. Current 
President Jintao opposes Western- 
style reforms, which would 
lead China into a “blind alley.” 
Protestors have swarmed Beijing 
by the thousands, calling for Zemin 
to resign, which would consolidate 
Jintao’s position as leader. 


IRAQ 
Civil unrest remains unabated 
in Iraq as the country continues | 
to try to regain control and stop 
the incessant violence. Reports 
of suicide bombs keep flooding 
the headlines as American troops | 
continue battling insurgents within 
the country. The United Nations 
chief, Kofi Annan, has recently 
deemed the war in Iraq illegal, and _ 
he warns that elections scheduled 
for January cannot be carried out 
properly. These issues will be 
addressed as soon as the United 
States, the United Nations, the 
European Union, and Russia meet 
to evaluate the current situation | — 
and discuss further steps to take in : 
bringing the unrest toanend. 7 
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Six Students Confront Pervasive Idolatry of Hindu Culture 


Mission trip to 
India opens eyes 
to God's steadfast 

faithfulness 


BY DYLON NOFZIGER AND 
SIMON LESIEUR 


Six of us from the Redeemer 
community—Alaina —_‘ Frankruyter, 
Simon LeSieur, Dylon Nofziger, 
Brian Raidt, Laura Stewart, and Mark 
Sinke—backed by the assurance 
that a strong network of friends and 
family was praying for us, stepped 
out into a radically different culture 
in which God would challenge us 
during a five-week venture in India 
during the summer of 2004. 

The richness of the cultural fabric 
we witnessed in India was strikingly 
colourful and complex, void of North 
American sterility and comfort. The 
smell floating through the crowded 
streets—a mix of curry, compost, 
garbage, exotic cuisine, and sweat— 
was itself a testimony of the vibrancy 
of Indian culture that was evident 
the moment we stepped out of the 
airplane in Delhi. Cows collided 
with our jeep; herds of bores ran 
through the crowded, nameless 
streets; pedestrians flew away from 
the bumper of our autorikshaws; 
and goats, monkeys, elephants, 
wild peacocks, and endless streams 
of people stared intently at us. All 
these elements initially erected a 
barrier that kept us from noticing the 
intricate ways that God was moving 
in India. 

However, after spending a few 
days in Delhi and adjusting to the 
initial shock, the rather peculiar food, 
and the nine-hour time difference, 
we stepped out of our comfort zone 
to seek a new side of God and gain 
a new perspective of the body of 
Christ, while facing the reality of 
Hinduism. 

One of our first main events after 
arriving in India was to travel to 
Haridwar/Hardwar (the spelling 


Children from the school in Raxaul. 


varies depending on whether 
you primarily follow Lord Shiv 
or Vishnu). One of the holy cities 
for Hindus in India, Har(i)dwar is 
thoroughly captivated by the essence 
of Hinduism, and it is swarmed by 
devout pilgrims who journey for days 
to bathe in the revered Ganga (the 
Hindu word for Ganges). We were 
dumbfounded by the notion that 2.5 
million pilgrims, over a period of 
two weeks, would willingly travel 
by foot for days in order to please 
the god Shiv—such exceptional, yet 
misguided, piety. 

From our treks to mountaintops 
adorned with Hindu temples, we 
sensed a very real darkness as we 
witnessed the firm grip of Hinduism 
on the city and culture. However, 
when we prayed during those 
times of apparent spiritual warfare, 
we sensed that the overwhelming 
darkness would withdraw. As Psalm 
121 reminds us, our help comes from 
the Lord, not from the hills. 

Inside the limits of this nearly 
exclusively Hindu city, the Tree of 
Plurality stands, proudly boasting 
the inclusiveness that Hinduism 
espouses. One person on the team 
pointed out that this tree, although it 
had been successfully grafted to allow 
six trees to grow out of one main tree, 
was symbolic of nothing more than 
the craftiness of men. It was anything 
but natural. What came to mind was 
Romans 1:25, a passage that refers 
to the idolatrousness of man: “they 
exchanged the truth of God for a lie 
and worshiped and served created 
things rather than the Creator—who 
is forever praised. Amen.” 

Amid the strong influence of 
Hinduism, we were encouraged 
in our undertakings by significant 
glimpses of God's faithfulness: the 
beauty and serenity following one 
of the many veritable deluges known 
as monsoons, the bubbling joy and 
unconditional love of the children 
whom we taught, the witness of the 
unified body of Christ of the school 
at which we worked. Even the juicy 
mangoes were testaments of the 
sweetness of God's provision. 

There were profound traces of 
Hinduism everywhere we _ went, 
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Student Life, who we happened to bump into... in India. 


especially the remnants of the now 
“illegal” caste system. The types 
of jobs and lifestyles people have 
reflect this aspect of Hindu culture, 
which ascertains that certain people, 
traditionally those with darker skin, 
have been born into a particular class 
and must fulfill the obligations of that 
class in order to remain faithful. Since 
living beings are seen as expressions 
of Brahman—the eternal, impersonal, 
and only true reality in the universe — 
the goal for Hindus is to break from 
the cycle of reincarnation in order to 
achieve freedom from the burden of 
life. To achieve this, Hindus think 
they must be reunited with Brahman 
and exit the “illusion” or “dream” 
known as the world around us. 

During our five weeks in India, 
we had the privilege of participating 
in the steadfast’ niovement of 
Christ’s body in India that is slowly 
penetrating small villages and big 
cities alike, as believers attempt 
to live faithfully in a world that 
blatantly opposes the uniqueness of 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 
One very important dimension of 
the witness to Christ that we saw was 
the simple presence of @ community 
of believers. Enabled by pointed 
and powerful prayer, these people 
were willing to seek God’s will and 
address firsthand the needs of their 
people and communities, while 
withstanding noticeable persecution 
from the Hindu and Muslim 
communities that form the greater 
part of the spiritual network in most 
cities in Northern India. 

With these hardships in mind, 
it was incredibly encouraging both 
to participate in church services 
that were not done in English and 
to witness the vitality and strong 


foundation underlying the worship, 
while noting the apparent absence of 
complacency within such a vigorous 
and dynamic community. Not only 
did this vitality bear witness to the 
universality of Christ's Rule, but 
it also helped us arrive at a fuller 
understanding of God’s love for His 
people and our inadequacy before 
His Majesty. 

The bulk of our time in India was 
spent in a small village (“small” 
by Indian standards with its mere 
150,000 people) in North-Eastern 
India, on the border between India 
and Nepal. Surrounded by a small 
community of believers serving 
in many ways as a beacon of 
Christianity to much of India, Nepal 
and South-Western China, we were 
given the opportunity to lead and 
instruct 450 children (95 percent of 
whom came from Hindu families) 
through songs, crafts, stories, and 
games. Throughout the week, we 
had thirty different formal speaking 
opportunities to encourage the kids 
and community to live out their faith 
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mon, Mark, Brian, Dylon and ... Sharon Schotsman from 


with undivided hearts, 


challenging 
them not to simply incorporate 
aspects of Christianity within the 
pluralistic setting of India. Between 
those times of teaching, we visited 


the noisy, eclectic marketplaces, 
played cricket and volleyball with the 
children from the boarding school, 
attempted to learn the intricacies 
of the Hindu language, spent time 
in prayer focusing on the many 
diverse blessings and challenges that 
confronted us, and encouraged the 
workers and teachers who treated 
us with unparalleled hospitality and 
respect. 

The challenges facing _ the 
Christian church in India seemed 
overwhelming at times, especially 
when we were acutely aware of the 
firm grip Hinduism has on the culture. 
However, the passion for Christ that 
drove the community was a strong 
indication that God is indeed alive 
and well and that He neither sleeps 
nor slumbers (Psalm 121); instead, 
He is hard at work, tearing down one 
stronghold after another. € 


As the 6 o'clock train rolls into the station far off in the distance, strangely and 
uncharacteristically on time, its whistle only temporarily drowns out the sounds 
of village life: the sound of water buffalos drinking in the nearby well, the laughter 
and screams of children dancing on a cluttered rooftop not too far away, and the 
distinct crackle of black birds swooping from tree to tree. 

The view of the rural landscape from up here is surreal; I am in what we now 
use as a prayer tower. It overlooks much of Raxaul, India, the village we will be 
living in for the next three weeks. Down in the streets, more children are playing 
as three women walk by carrying heavy bags of rice on their heads. 

My attention is captured by the swirls and billows of dust from a rug colliding 
with the side of a wall as a woman in an orange saree shakes it out. Finally, as 
the lowering sun reflects off the flooded rice fields below, my eyes rest on a most 
serene contrast: three women on a nearby rooftop in bright blue sarees staring at 
the radiant orange sun coming down behind the clouds. 
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Redeemer Alumnus Inaugurated by Work Research Foundation 


James Brink 
addresses need for 
greater Christian 
presence in political 
arena 


BY RICHARD GREYDANUS 


Aformer Redeemer student and two- 
time editor of The Crown, James Brink 
addressed a crowd of Work Research 
Foundation (WRF) supporters and 
other like-minded Neo-Calvinists on 
September 9. His address, “How to 
Effect a Slow Reformation in a Fast 
and Easy Society,” was delivered at 
his inauguration into the position of 
Junior Research Fellow at the WRF. 

The event was held in Hamilton’s 
posh Liuna Station. Those wishing to 
make a night of it were able to fill up 
on the wonderful selection of food. 
Yet, it was clear that the crowd was 
more interested in the address than in 
fine eating. (This was no doubt a good 
thing, as one had to wait until after the 
inaugural address to be properly fed.) 

Gideon Strauss offered some food 
for thought to start the evening. 
His address, “A Nation of Idiots?” 
reflected on the continued decline of 
the number of people at the polls in 
Canada in the last few elections. The 


title is a clever play on the classical 
meaning of the word “idiot,” which 
denotes someone who does not 
exercise a political voice. For those 
wishing to see the redeeming work of 
Christ’s gospel in their lives, it would 
be foolish to ignore the opportunity to 
express themselves politically. 

Brink’s pedantic style graced the 
content of his address with an air 
of confidence. He explained that 
the typical evangelical vision for 
engaging society can be found in the 


cultural commando ideal the elite 
Christian soldier stands alone for the 
truth of God behind the enemy lines 
built around both the government 
and the other social institutions that 
shape public policy. This attitude is 
a symptom of the evangelical failure 
to fully appreciate what the gospel 
has to say about the way institutions, 
businesses, special-interest groups, 
clubs, humanitarian organizations, 
schools, and so forth function in 
society. Christians can be business 


WRE president Michael Van Pelt, new Junior Research 


Fellow James Brink, and Senior Fellow and editor of Comment Magazine 


Gideon Strauss at the Junior Research Fellowship Inauguration. 
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people and can work in government, 
but they ought to do business in a 
Christ-like manner. The Christian faith 
has both a personal and a public side. 

The most effective way to reform a 
society for God is to have Christians, 
who work in the many different 
institutions of a functional society, 
form allies among themselves. Visions 
for societal reform held in common 
by Christians in the many different 
sectors of society can begin to effect 
positive change only when Christians 
band together, pooling their talents 
and resources. 

Brink called Christians everywhere 
to engage their society. If we are to 
effect positive change in a society 
rapidly growing more ill, Christians 
must band together. Only by forming 


networks of people who share a 
faithful vision for society can we begin 
to bring about social change. We call 
the church a community of believers. 
Surely, believers can practise being 
a community outside the walls of 
church buildings during their daily 
walk through life, both at work and 
at play. 

This inaugural address marks the 
end of Brink’s year-long stay at the 
WRF. From here he plans to study law 
at Osgood. WRF decided to inaugurate 
him as the first Junior Research Fellow 
in an attempt to practically apply the 
content of the inaugural address. As 
Brink begins to study and practise law, 
the WRF hopes that he will maintain 
contact and also articulate a vision for 
engaging culture in his discipline. € 


Paintings capture 
symbiotic 
relationship of 
urban and natural 
landscapes of 
Hamilton 


BY SETH VEENSTRA 


lexperience Hamilton as an earthy 
city. Its people, its architecture, and 
its history all seem rooted in a hearty 
geography. The shiny, impersonal 
skyscrapers that one finds in 
Toronto are replaced by warm and 
heavy brick buildings, cracked and 
scarred by a weary history and 


The artist talks with Professor Cook at the opening of 


“Downtown.” 
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Stephen Altena Showcases Latest Artistic Achievement 


smeared black by Dofasco air. Old 
trees, ragged rock faces, and open 
expanses of water seem naturally 
fused to the urban landscape. 

On Friday, September 17, 
artist Stephen Altena had _ the 
opportunity to present Hamilton as 
he experiences it. “I have painted 
downtown Hamilton as I remember 
and think of it: full of life, full of 
character, full of colour,” writes 
Altena. His show “Downtown” 
opened amid the buzz of students, 
faculty and art-lovers of all ages. Set 
in Redeemer’s Art Gallery, the sultry 
jazz stylings of The Tawnya Haynes 
Trio successfully accented the urban 
tones of “Downtown,” creating a 
delightful atmosphere in which to 
art-gaze, chit-chat, and nibble on 
hors d’oeuvres. 

Altena’s paintings focus largely 
on the architectural landscape of 
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Arts Around Town 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, discerning the spirits that inform every aspect of our lives. This 
column provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton area, in an invitation to each of us to engage 
responsibly in this process of cultural discernment. 


Hamilton’s urban core. He thinks of 
his subjects as people, each edifice 
exuding its own unique personality. 
In each portrait, buildings appear 
as organic entities that happily 
vibrate with life. Such characters 
seem to interact quite freely with the 
natural landscape. In “Downtown,” 
architecture is not at odds with 
nature; instead, buildings enter 
into a_ playful, complementary 
relationship with nature. 

This relationship is captured best 
by Altena’s use of trees. In many of 
Altena’s paintings, a solitary tree 
vies for a piece of the center. The 
eye is immediately pulled to quick, 
confident brush strokes and the 
bright greens and yellows of a tree; 
the eye then shifts to the deep red 
of a brick storefront or a hanging 
canopy. The conflict between green 
and red does not jar the eye: the 
playful competition for center-of- 
attention reflects an amicable tension 
between nature and civilization. 

The relationship between nature 
and civilization is such a central 
theme in Altena’s work; it is puzzling 
that his work lacks the presence of 
people. Altena’s response: people 
dilute a building’s character—they 
are “intrusive.” This response 
reaffirms Altena’s conviction that 
buildings should be treated as 
autonomous personalities and thus 
painted as portrait subjects. 

I discussed this topic with Chris 
Cuthill, who candidly remarked 
that such an approach harkens back 
to the Italian Renaissance tradition: 
buildings were often treated as 
portrait subjects too. Cuthill went 
on to say that the absence of people 
helps us to reflect on our space. 
Earlier, in his opening comments, 
Cuthill referred to thinker Northrop 
Frye’s theory that Canadians define 
themselves not by asking “Who are 
we?” but “Where are we?” Cuthill 
holds that Altema’s art helps us 
to grapple with this. question of 
orientation. 

To orient oneself in Altena’s 
landscape of wonder, one must 
first negotiate delightfully messy 
scribbles, flamboyant colours, and 
an over-boding sense of light. His 
landscape is only loosely textured, 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP 


“Wow! There are so many great 
concerts going on in the cities of 
Hamilton and Toronto! But how 
can I find out a bit more the artists 
and music in this city?” I’m sure 
that’s the burning question on 
everyone's mind (after coursework 
and community life, of course!). In 
this column, I'll bring you news 
and commentary about events in 
the Hamilton/Toronto area, along 
with some commentary about 
concert venues, the best magazines 
to read for discussion of faith and 
popular culture, and discussion 
about artists coming to Hamilton. 

First off, one of the best resources 
for finding good music is located 
right on campus: yup, you guessed 
it, it’s Student Life. Pay particular 
attention to the artists reviewed 
in the pages of Paste and Relevant 
Magazines. Visit the websites of 
these artists to get a better sense 
of their songwriting, music, values 
and concert listings. 

Second, explore other worthy 
Christian and non-Christian 
publications for further write-ups 
on artists who express Christian 
faith or concern for our world, 
including: Cornerstone (put out by 
Jesus People USA), Sojourners and 
New Internationalist. Magazines 
such as Rolling Stone, Spin and 
Exclaim! occasionally have articles 
that discuss music, faith, or 
advocacy, but you need to use 
discretion when reading these 
publications because they also 
have write-ups about elements of 
| pop culture that aren’t as healthy 
| for us (Spin tends to react against 
| Christian artists). These magazines 
| also carry concert listings from 
| time to time. 

Finally, pay attention to the 


Hamilton Spectator, for weekly event 
listings and artist write-ups, and to 
View. View is the only local newspaper 
that carries detailed, regular concert 
listings. Again, use discretion with 
View, as they devote the final pages 
of their newspaper to personals and 
other less-than-healthy ads. In fact, 
pray for discretion in everything that 
you see, hear and do. 


Concert listings: 

Alice Cooper: Shock-rock king 
Alice Cooper says that God has 
delivered him from alcoholism and 
moral decay, and he has recently 
been honored with an honorary 
doctorate from a Christian liberal 
arts (Grand Canyon) university in 
the US. Decide for yourself on Oct. 1 
at the Hamilton Place Theatre. 

Great Big Sea: Guelph Sports and 
Entertainment Centre, Oct. 23; Oct. 
21, Convention Centre. Energetic 
east-coast Celtic folk-rock from one 
of Canada’s premier bands. GBS 
also performs with Jimmy Rankin at 
Massey Hall, Toronto, on Nov 12. 

Fred Eaglesmith: Eaglesmith has 
been playing folk festivals across 
North America for decades, You can 
hear his songs of living and hurtin’ 
at Hamilton Place, Oct. 29. 

Sara Harmer and Josh Ritter. Both 
artists have recently been covered 
in the pages of Paste. Harmer 
has a great voice, and Ritter has 
recently been promoting ecological 
awareness, including the current 
plight of Hamilton’s own Redhill 
Valley. Ritter and Harmer will be at 
Hamilton Place on Sept. 24. 

Hamilton's own Jacob Moon has 
performed his folk-rock at Redeemer 
University College and across North 
America, Moon is a committed 
Christian and has toured with Steve 
Bell. Moon will play at: Pepperjack 
Cafe, Sept 23 (with Lisa Winn); 


Reader’s Cafe, Dunville, Sept 
25; Mohawk College, Hamilton, 
Sept 26; Walmer Road Baptist 
Church, Toronto, Sept 30 and Oct 
1; Staircase Theatre, Hamilton, Oct 
2 and 3. 

Hard-rock band Chevelle has 
been a topic of discussion on the 
web this month, as fans ask “Are 
they Christian?” and “Does that 
matter?” Judge for yourself as they 
perform at the Mod Club Theatre 
in Toronto, Sept. 25. 

Canadian alt-rock heroes The 
Skydiggers and the Cash Brothers 
are returning to Toronto. The duo 
of Andrew Cash (Canadian folk- 
rock hero) and Peter Cash (ex- 
Rheostatics) has received critical 
acclaim, as well as publicity in the 
pages of Paste. You can hear their 
alt-country/folk songs of life and 
struggle at the Horseshoe, Toronto, 
Oct 16. e 

Former members of Creed 
(minus Scott Stapp) have now 
formed Alter Bridge. They'll 
perform at The Guvernment, 
Toronto, on Oct. 4. 

Canada’s own folk legend 
Garnet Rogers is coming to the 
Staircase Theatre, Hamilton, in 
November. 

You won't get many chances 
to hear an African-American 
Jewish Gospel Singer! Joshua 
Nelson is one of a kind, and he 
will be conducting a workshop 
as well as performing in concert 
next month in Hamilton, Gospel 
Singing Workshop: Oct. 24th, 
3pm, Centenary United Church, 
admission by po (iggoeted 
donation $10); rt: Oct, 25, 7: 
45pm, Temple Anshe Sholom, $18, 
$36. See Student Life for Ticket 
Order Forms. Co-sponsored by 
Stewart Memorial Ch and 
Temple Anshe Sholom. © 


skeletons 
still 


with 
of edifices 
discernable. The | 
viewer is very | 
much aware of | 
the creational | 
process: eachlayer | — 
is distinguishable | — 
from the others. 
The medium 
employed 
appears to be a 
vague undercoat 
of paint with 
free strokes of 
oil pastel layered 
on top. In fact, 
the medium 
of oil sticks is 
dynamic enough 
to encompass 
characteristics of 
both paint and oil 
pastel. The palette 
of oil sticks that 
Altena uses is 
compiled largely 
of earth tones, and | ~ 
he selects about | 
five or six colours | 
to compose his |— 
image for each 
painting. Often, | 
rich tones occupy 
the centre 
the painting, 

only to become more muted as the 
eye moves toward the periphery. 
Despite his flamboyant use of colour 
and technique, Altena is careful to 
achieve a balanced and measured 
simplicity that unifies much of his 
work. 

As I reflect on the vibrancy that 
unites Altena’s work, I am beginning 
to wonder how his experience of 
Hamilton resonates inside of me. | 
begin to wonder if his presentation 
of Hamilton is hopeful or just plain 
idealistic. I often endeavour to see 


“Warehouse,” “Main and Locke,” 
of and “King and Hess.” 
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the world through eyes filled with 
wonder. And Altena’s work stirs up 
that wonder, to be sure. However, 
there is a certain naiveté here that 
not take into account the 
dirtiness of Hamilton—its deeper, 
darker side, with its boarded up 
stores, seedy bars, and gem-in-the- 
rough characters. That said, | think 
we should heed the invitation of 
“Downtown” and enter into Stephen 
Altena’s Hamilton; there we can 
grapple with “Where are we?” and 
leave tinged by new colours. € ” 
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From Pop Machines to Monty 
Python and Beyond 


Audience wowed at 
first coffeehouse 


BY JIM FLUIT 


Alively crowd packed Redeemer’s 
front foyer and slowly settled down 
as Sam Martin opened the first 
Coffeehouse of the 2004-05 school 
year, which had been promised 
by some to be “the most exciting 
thing you've attended since your 
own birth!” After the usual pitch 
for Williams and an opening prayer, 
Sam donned a pair of red horns. 
He introduced himself as the Devil 
and welcomed everyone to the Day 
of Judgment. With deadpan wit, he 
organized the reprobate into groups 
according to their sins. He included 
murderers, atheists, male adulterers 
(to whom he commanded, “Wait by 
that little guillotine over there”) and 
Calvinists (to whom he said, “I’m 
sorry, the Arminians were right”). 
Obviously, few in the audience were 
spared, and just when it looked 
as though things couldn’t get any 
worse, Steve Dykstra took the stage. 

Steve, the host of the evening, 
introduced the first act. Veronica 
White sang along with the recording 
of Switchfoot’s “Dare You to Move,” 
while Melissa contributed to the 
harmony. Then Steve recounted, 
in poetic form, the doleful tale of 
the Dorm 35 pop machine and its 
unfortunate status as a fire hazard. 
Sam Frisk agreed with Steve that 
a change is needed, and he even 
went on with a rant about the idiocy 
of a pop machine being called a 
fire hazard. He asked: shouldn't 
Security be more concerned about 
real problems like the students who 
try to get away with stunts like tying 
grenades to bunny rabbits and arc 
welding under desks? 

The acts continued as Shawn 
Cowan came up with his guitar, 
making himself at home. He sang 
in a relaxed way that made the 
song soulful, but the words were 
often left unclear. Another guitar 
piece about unconditional love was 
provided by Ken Lewis. He forgot 
the words at first, but recovered 
well, Unfortunately, his song was 
too quiet, and he failed to retain the 


attention of the crowd. 

Two volunteers from the crowd, 
Karmyn Giesbrecht and Tom 
Smith, were called up for a game. 
The objective was to hold spoons 
between their teeth and thereby hit 
each other on the head as hard as 
possible. Tom was the clear winner, 
but only with a lot of help from 
Steve. A number of first-year guys 
performed a Monty Python skit, and 
then Ryan Jones used his a capella 
talent to sing a song that reminded 
the crowd that “joy is found in the 
little things God has given us.” 

Jason Legg performed an 
impressive piece with his guitar 
and then played some Jack Johnson 
music while his wife, Rachel, sang 
along beautifully. The host of the 
evening did a song about “Tom 
going out for a smoke,” and he then 
introduced Alana. She was dressed 
in full Medieval garb and gave the 
crowd a short introduction to the 
grammar of Middle English. Her 
lesson didn’t sufficiently enable the 
audience to understand most of the 
words to her Easter song “Sweet 
Son,” but her clear, pure voice 


commanded everyone's attention 
and had a mythical Enya-like 
quality. 


Natalie Armstrong enlisted the 
audience to help with the beat of 
“The Rap Song.” She parodied rap 
and R&B artists while she strummed 
her guitar, which made everyone 
laugh. Then Steve came up with 
another poem on behalf of his dorm; 
a lament on the lack of pranking. 
Rob Joustra and Jon Brinkman 
performed a skit about an “academic 
sense of humour” gone awry, which 
was well acted and funny, but 
somewhat inaudible. James and 
Noah did the last act of the night 
with style and enthusiasm. James 
strummed his guitar and Noah sang 
his heart out in a bluesy love song. | 
doubt that jazz is the most popular 
musical genre among the students 
of Redeemer, but I’m sure that if 
anyone can generate a passion for it, 
it's Noah, 

Lots of laughs, great new talents, 
and classic crowd pleasers—it was a 
great way to kick-off the school year, 
and if you believe Sam Frisk, it will 
only get better! € ? 
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Varsity Teams Gear Up for New Seasons 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 

Coached by Nathan Siebenga 
(his fourth year as a coach at 
Redeemer), Ken Mercer (his second 
year as coach) and Mark Benschop 
(his first year as coach), the men’s 
volleyball team has some lofty 
expectations for the season. After 
making the playoffs last year and 
coming painfully close to defeating 
Georgian in the first round, the team 
definitely has some momentum 
entering this season. With four 
starters and a total of seven players 
returning this season, the team has 
some confidence. 

“We go into every § game 
feeling we can and should win,” 
says Siebenga. This team has a 
tremendous amount of potential 
both this season and the next, as not 
a single player is slated to graduate 
at the end of this season. As for this 
season, one player to watch out for 
is Jared Wilms, who will be getting 
his chance to start this year. Wilms 
showed flashes of brilliance last 
year, backing up Mark Van Ooyen 
and Benschop, and this year he 
must step up to fill in. There are 
also a number of rookies who are 


looking to make an impact this 
year. 

Of course, the team wouldn't 
be hurt by a gym rocking with 
support. “Love the support,” says 
Siebenga. “Redeemer’s the best 
place to play volleyball, It’s always 
exciting; it’s a lot of fun.” 


WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 

With an entire starting line-up 
returning (minus Alyson Westra), 
the women’s volleyball team is 
hoping to make a big impact in 
the OCAA this year, Coached by 
Justin Cook (his second year) and 
led by a solid group of experienced 
players, this team will probably be 
competitive right through to the 
OCAA playoffs. 

One player who is likely to step 
up this year is Charis Byl. She 
showed tremendous growth last 
season and continues to improve. 
Between Byl and fellow tall blonde 
Allison Lammers, the Royals have a 
tremendous combination of height 
and skill. 

The key for them this year will be 
to get out hard every game. Cook 
says, “Every game is a big match- 
up for Redeemer. We have to beat 


Lecavalier, Team 
Canada Best of the 
Best at World Cup 


Team provides 

memories to be 

Savoured during 
NHL lockout 


BY MARCEL VANDER WIER 


On October 17, 2004, the vote for 
the Greatest Canadian will occur 
online at CBC.ca. Do not be the least 
bit surprised if Vinny Lecavalier, 
once dubbed the “Michael Jordan 
of Hockey,” comes out on top. After 
all, he is on a roll. 

Lecavalier could not have picked 
a better time than the World Cup 
for his coming-out party. After 
displaying a plethora of dazzling 
moves that often left even Wayne 
Gretzky gaping, Lecavalier went 


its sleep, capable stars like Rick 
Nash, Keith Primeau, and Bryan 
McCabe were left behind to watch 
their peers dominate on the world 
stage. And dominate is what they 
did, going 6-0 in the tournament, 
besting Finland 3-2 in the finals on 
September 14th. Coach Pat Quinn 
got solid contributions from all four 
of his forward lines, and armed 
with Norris Trophy winner Scott 
Niedermayer on defence and co- 
Vezina nominees Martin Brodeur 
and Roberto Luongo in net, there 
wasn’t much to worry about in the 
goals-against department. Canada 
secured hockey dominance on big 
goals by heart-and-soul heroes 
Shane Doan and Lecavalier. 
Nevertheless, Team Canada’s 
success gives way to a _ locked- 
out NHL Gary Bettman 
somehow has that uncanny ability 
to hold back NHL hockey from 


season. 


from a _last- ever reaching its 
minute reserve goal of being the 
to Canada’s best : greatest game 
hockey __ player It IS hoped that on earth, Soon, 

| the the players’ 
mi ian He when the lack of o 3 tra ki 2 5 
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least November, 
when (it 
hoped) the NHL 
will be playing 
again. In the past 
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is hoped _ that 
when the lack of 
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gets you down, 
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four months, grows even more 
Lecavalier has . absurd, and 
hoisted not only of hockey, you will the Bertuzzi- 


the weight of 
a nation on his 
shoulders, but 
also the Stanley 
Cup, the World Cup—and then 
MVP honours. It was truly a 
Jordan-like performance by a very 
special player. 

Ultimately, Lecavalier led the 
charge during the World Cup, 
but his troops made up possibly 
the most dominant team ever 
assembled. Executive director 
Wayne Gretzky had the privilege of 
selecting the squad; the best of the 
best out of the NHL, in which 60 
percent of the players call Canada 
home. Gretzky chose _ twelve 
players aged 25 or younger, and he 
went with a nice mix of skill, speed 
and grit. 

During a tournament in which 
a second Team Canada could have 
beaten Germany and Slovakia in 


remember this team. 


Perezhogin court 
cases cause you 
bemoan the 
state of hockey, 
you will remember this team. 
Remember Vinny Lecavalier, the 
prototypical Canadian player, whose 
spin-o-rama dekes and nifty passes 
to Dany Heatley and Ryan Smyth 
wowed us time and time again. 
Remember our captain and Hall-of- 
Famer Mario Lemieux dropping his 
gloves against the USA in defence 
of Martin Brodeur. Remember those 
stunning overtime saves by Roberto 
Luongo against the Czechs that 
gave our beloved country a fighting 
chance. Remember the pureness of 
the game, And remember the team 
that left us with an abundance of 
memories to dwell on—a team that 
once again showed the world who 
truly is the best of the best on ice € 
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the teams we know we can beat, 
and we have to step up and beat the 
teams we are competitive with.” 
With such a talented group of girls, 
the sky is the limit for the Royals. 


MEN’S SOCCER 

After ending a long winless 
drought and coming oh-so-close 
to making the playoffs last year, 
there is an almost entirely new 
crop of players this year for the 
Royals. Coaches Dave Mantel (his 
third year at Redeemer) and Duane 
Brewer (entering his third year) 
have 15 rookies on this year’s team, 
along with only four returning 
players. This having been said, the 
players to Watch out for this year are 
those who Were part of the winning 
ways last year: goalie Darren Sinke, 
forward Tim Bentum, midfielder 
Jon Prins and Jared Hunstard, who 
plays defense. With so many new 
players, the expectations are long- 
term. 

Mantels goals are for the young 
players to learn the system and to 
progress throughout the season, 
competing in two or three games 
and giving themselves a chance to 
win. And Mantel has some words 
for the fans: “We need fan support; 
get the Whole school out...with 
signs and noisemakers.” With 
11 first-years and a tremendous 
amount of potential, this is a team 
that could do some serious damage 
in OCAA in the near future. 


WOMEN’S SOCCER 

The biggest opponent for the 
Women’s Soccer team at Redeemer 
might not be another school or 
player, but father their own field. 
With 3. starters already injured, 
Coaches Tom Sounder (his sixth 
year at oe and Barry Mason 


(his second year co 
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ching) have one 


request: “We've had a lot of injuries 
in the first week. Fix the field.” 

It will be an uphill battle for 
those players, but that is not 
changing the ultimate goal: to reach 
the play-offs. “We hope (the injured 
players) get back in shape. It will be 
a challenge, but the goal remains 
the same.” With seven returning 
players, including six starters from 
last year’s very solid team, this 
is a group of athletes that could 
definitely reach that goal. One new 
player who has shown a great deal 
of potential is Renee Grootenboer, 
yet another talented member of a 
very solid group of rookies. 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 

Coming away from a 
disappointing 2-10 season, the 
Royals Men's basketball team will 
sport an almost completely new 
starting line-up that will benefit 
from the insight of a brand new 
coach helping out at the bench. 
Newly appointed as assistant 
coach, Dwayne Washington joins 
Moses Silva (who is in his seventh 
year of coaching). 

The team hopes to improve in a 
number of areas, The number one 
goal is to commit to solid team 
defense. Another goal of the team 
is to change the attitude of the 
program. With only six returning 
players and two returning starters, 
there is a lot of youth and potential 
on the Royals’ roster. None of 
the players on the roster is set to 
graduate at the end of this season, 
so this team could be one to watch 
for in the coming seasons. 

With second-year players Matt 
Bergman, Jeremy Schouten, Tim 
Bentum and Kevin Renkema, the 
Royals have the talent they need 
to build for the future. As for the 
upcoming season, Dustin Van 
Houwelingen is going to need to 
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step up and take charge, especially 
on the offensive end. After returning 
from a serious back injury late last 
season, Van Houwelingen showed 
that he has the talent to get things 
done on the offensive end, and it 
is likely that he will become the 
number-one option for this team, 
since last year’s OCAA leading 
scorer Eric Bulthuis is no longer 
around. This team may not be a 
favourite in their division, but 
they definitely have the talent and 
potential to make some noise. 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 

One point was all that kept the 
Royals from making the playoffs 
last season. Having finished in a 
tie for fourth place in their division 
last season, these girls know just 
how close they came, and they plan 
on building on that momentum. 
This team knows that they can 
win any game they play, no matter 
who may be on the other bench. 
They were the only team last year 
to hold a double-digit lead over 
OCAA champions St. Clair and had 
the best chance of any team in the 
province to beat them. 

Unfortunately, they came 
up just short, but Coach Lorne 
McInnes attributes that to a lack 
of experience, which is a factor 


that shouldn’t be as influential this — 


year. With seven returning players, 
including three starters and key 
back-up Julie Honig, this team is 
primed to make the playoffs and 
beyond. “They’re a nice bunch of 
Christian kids,” says McInnes. With 
the departure of Amy Bosgraaf and 
Jen Marcus, expect Emilee Sadlier 
to step up and take on a bigger role 
as a ball-handler. As for the post- 
players, look for Julie Honig and 
Elizabeth Rauls to make a bigger 
impact this year as their playing 
time is likely to increase. € ” 
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How to make 
the most of 
your Redeemer 
experience 


BY MIKEY ARCE 


So you are new to Redeemer. To 
some of you this might seem like 
an enormous school; to others it will 
seem like just a fraction of your high 
school gym class. Some of you may 
be Dutch; some of you may have the 
privilege of not being Dutch (I'm 
joking, save your letters). Maybe 
you aren’t quite sure yet why it is a 
university and a college (it is rather 
confusing). You have recently moved 
into your dorm and may be shocked 
by the amount of liberty you now 
have. If this is the case, then I have 
some good, wise advice to deliver to 
your minds. These are a few things to 
keep in mind as you enter the world 
of Redeemer University College. 

1. Make sure to check your mailbox 
at least 42 times a day. 

We all know that the mailboxes get 
filled with more mail an average of 
every 9 seconds or so. Our mailboxes 
will overflow if we don’t keep up 
with the constant influx of mail. So 
check your mailboxes as often as 
possible: before every class, between 
every class, late at night when you 
are bored, during lunch break, while 
eating your lunch, basically as much 
as you can, even if it is completely 
out of your way. 

Often, the problem is that you 
don’t get any mail, and when you are 
going along with friends who seem to 
be getting packages from their moms 
every day with socks, deodorant, 
Tim Hortons money and #2 pencils, 
your self-esteem might just drop 
with the absence of mail. I know this 
is to be true; it certainly was the case 
for me. However, I designed a few 
methods to keep my self-esteem up 
and to make it at least appear that 
my mailbox was where the party was 
happening. One cool thing you can 
do is go to wwwjellybelly.com and 
request free samples of jellybeans. | 
did this a few times in my first year 
and received four to five packages of 
free jellybeans every month! 

You can also go online and get 
numerous catalogues sent to you 
for free. I am currently receiving 


DIVERSIONS 


it From Mikey 


Early Children Education catalogs 
and radio transmitter amateurs 
club newsletters, and several other 
universities send me _ information 
on how I can apply to their lovely 
institutions (the International 
Academy of Design from Toronto 
sends attractive packages at least five 
times a semester if you are on their 
mailing list). Another way of making 
your mailbox seem more popular is 
to leave your mail in there after you 
check it. This creates the illusion that 
you get mail every time you check, 
when really it’s just the same old 
letter from the Registrar that you 
have already read, 

2. Go to chapel! 

On a more serious note, this one 
is actually good advice. Chapel is 
wonderful. I have really enjoyed 
chapel while being here at Redeemer. 
A lot of work goes into it from 
students such as Adam Brittain, 
Brian Raidt, Nathan Stretch, and our 
lovely Dr. Bert Polman, who does 
a wonderful job of coordinating it 
all year long (even in the summer!). 
This is one awesome way of building 
community at Redeemer. You can go 
with your friends for an awesome 
time of worship, you sing songs 
together, and you hear from all 
sorts of different people about ways 
that God is working around our 
campus—and the world! I strongly 
suggest that we all become regular 
chapel-goers and = really thank 
God for the privilege we have of 
experiencing chapel. Even though 
the word “chapel” has a kind of 
grade-6-man-with-a-huge-beard- 
that-never-washes-his-hands _ kind 
of feel to it, it’s really great. Go to 
Chapel! 

3. Have Some Soup! 

Soup is good for you. Eat it. If you 
live on campus, enjoy what you paid 
for, at least once a week. If you are 
an off-campus student, no soup for 
you (as the soup Nazi from Seinfeld 
would say)! However, you can go to 
Sobey’s, buy your soup, bring it to 
school, and end up saving money, 
so don’t complain. At least you get 
to pick which soup you have every 
day. Also, we have a new chef on 
campus, Chef Dave, and he prepares 
wonderful communal meals, so 
come to Communal. It’s wonderfully 
delicious. 

4. Run for Student Senate 

Speaking as a senator myself, this 

is by far the most beneficial thing 


to do with your life as a university 
student, You will get involved in 
student affairs, learn more about 
how the school works, spend 
countless hours in meetings that go 
way too long, spend some time with 
our beloved President, Dr. Cooper, 
be a part of the governing body of 
students that has the privilege of 
overseeing the student tuition raises 
(okay, so that part stinks, but that’s 
just one small part), and you get to 
have a coo! little office right next to 
room 111, Cool shirts also come with 
the deal. Those are just a few of the 
great perks you receive for being a 
Senator, You also get to enjoy weekly 
snacks at meetings (that is, if you 
don’t forget to bring them). So take 
my advice; run for Senate. You might 
not make it on your first try (that’s 
right, I didn’t make it on my first 
try, though | did on my second and 
third), but it is still fun to be in the 
elections. And for those of you who 
don’t run, at least vote. 
5. Read Time-Out 

So I know it has a cheesy name, 
but that's just Redeemer for you. 
Redeemer attracts cheese like the 
Green Bay Packers—or like a fondue 
pot. Anyway, Time Out is filled with 
goodness. I know it doesn’t have any 
pictures, and it is in small font, but 
it is still worth reading. Sometimes if 
you read it backwards it’s funnier too. 
This is a great source for finding out 
what's going on and whose birthday 
it is. And you get it in your email; 
how handy is that? Very handy, | 
know! You can submit things to 
Time Out by sending an email to 
stlife@redeemer.on.ca. You don’t 
need to go all the way to Student Life 
and fill out that little form; that takes 
way too much time. 
11. Parking Signs 

Is it just me, or did Redeemer give 
birth to sixty “No Parking” signs 
over the summer? Yeah, not so cool. 
Actually, the Fire Marshall told us we 
had to, so we didit. He says, “Make 
your campus ugly,” and we add sixty 
signs. | would suggest adding ninja 
monkeys to the signs as well, as it 
would add an “African Lion Safari” 
feeling to the whole experience. We 
could also incorporate neon signs 
for the Auditorium and make the 
visitor’s parking lot even smaller 
than it already is (it’s almost like we 
don’t want any visitors). I think a 
giant inflatable blue gorilla would be 
wonderful to putin Siberia as well, to 


accompany our monkey theme. How 
about a wax statue of Bob Barker to 
put in the main foyer and painting 
the lines on the road purple instead 
of yellow? 

6. Use the Bus! 

I don’t know how many of you 
realize this, so I will tell you plain and 
simple: you have an HSR Bus Pass. 
What does that mean? I'll tell you! 
You can ride any HSR Bus, anywhere 
in Hamilton and Ancaster, and you 
only need to show your student 
card to get onboard. There’s no $2.15 
fee or bus ticket required, just your 
student card with the lovely bus pass 
sticker on it. If you don’t have a bus 
pass yet, come by the Student Senate 
Office and we can hook you up! Take 
advantage of what you paid for— 
your HSR bus pass is included in 
your Student Fees. The buses come 
regularly to our campus and go to 
the Meadowlands area, as well as 
to the Glancaster Loop. Maybe one 
day you can take all your buddies 
and see how far you can go in one 
afternoon. Why not? 

7. Print from the Lab 

If you don’t have a printer, that’s 
okay! The school gives you ink! 
You can print your work using 
two wonderful laser printers in the 
library’s computer lab. All you need 
to bring is paper, and that’s cheap. 
So make use of this, as they print fast 
and it’s easy! If you have an USB stick 
you can just plug it in and away you 
go. I usually email myself the files I 
need, and I then print them off that 
way, which is also a good alternative. 
(www.hotdrive.com is also a great 
way to open files, as it’s a free, easy 
way to access some files over the 
Internet.) 

8. Make use of the discounts! 

Did you know that we can 
receive 10-15 percent off in many 
places around the area? Places 
like Canadian Tire in Ancaster, 


NOTABLE QUOTABLES 


“There’s no such thing as normal, because if there was, 
we'd all be the same.” - Janine Stevens 


“Just because we are both brown doesn’t mean we have 
the same lexicon.” - Timmy VanAlstyne 


“I've got nothing against Business Studies, but boy does 
it need to be redeeemed!” - Dr. Craig Bartholomew 


Did you hear or say something funny that you would like published in The 
Crown? Email it to editor@thecrown.ca. 


September 22, 2004 


Glendale Motors, Shoppers Drug 
Mart, Kelseys, Blessings Bookstore, 
McDonalds, Montanas, Grand and 
Toy, Swiss Chalet, East Side Mario’s, 
and the list goes on! It’s amazing how 
much money you can save, and you 
probably didn’t even know about 
it! So make use of these wonderful 
discounts. 
9. Go to the REC Centre 

Man, if there is ever a good piece 


(REC) Centre is probably one of the 
most happening places at Redeemer. 
There are tons of events that go 
on there, from concerts to hot tubs 
to tournaments to snacks to TV 
shows and sports games. With our 
wonderful REC Centre Coordinator, 
Nikki Gerrits, the REC Centre will 
be pumping out fun this year like 
there’s no tomorrow. I would advise 
you to just go, hang out, play pool, 
and enjoy it! 
10. Get Involved! 

Okay, so here we come to the end 


of advice, it’s this one: the er 
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of my advice. I know, I know. You — 


are sad that it’s almost over, and I 
know you were hoping for one of 
those lists of 1001 good tips. But 
unlike Charles Dickens I’m going to 
stop and not ramble on forever. If 
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you want to get the most out of your — 


years at Redeemer, if you want to be 
challenged and grow as a person, if 


you want to meet people and make — 
friends, I have two words for you: get 


involved—a lot. 
And that’s my advice on how 


to 
make Redeemer an awesome 7 


for everyone. Make sure you check 
your mailbox after you read this, and 
then get some soup. We are part of 
an awesome community, and I really 
hope that all of you are able to enjoy 
the time you spend here and that you 
are challenged through the friends 
you make, the classes you take, and 
the things you do! Oh yeah, and read 
The Crown. It's good too. € ® 
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i 22. Fat 43. Settle Securely 65. Onion relatives 21. Help 44, Capes 
allah 23. Not hers 45. Record of events 25. Snake-like fish 45. Not some 
ACROSS 24. JLo movie 46. Elegantly sumptuous DOWN 26.___ makes waste 47. Poem 
1. Sneak one of these 26. Tim Taylor’s pride and joy 47. Santa’s helper 1. Mrs. Powell 27. Acrylic fiber 48. Arrests 
(two words) 30. Halloween ghoul 48. Mogul governor 2. Orange’s skin 28. Mouths (slang) 49. Emanation 
6. Recede 34. Bow and 51. Tootsie and Dum Dums 3: Grey tea 29. Steal 50. Donkey cry 
9. Sword 35. Brides’ headdress 57. Relating to #49 down 4. Consequently 30. Fishing net 52. Egg-shape 
14. Students do this 36. Before 58. Adam's girl 5. Skill 31. Discovered alternating 53. North or South 
15. Beer 37. Broad, flat piece of stone 59. Stray calf 6. Acquires current 54. Double curve 
16. Long-necked bird 38. Detroit team 60. Heavy harrow 7. Group of nations 32. Bay window 55. Select 
17. Surrealist Borris 39. Fertility goddess 61. Droop 8. Adorning 33. Bird homes 56. Places 
18. Singer Stewart 40. Spinning toy 62. Select by vote 9. Lists of names 35. No voice 
10. Fit for cultivation 38. Wildcat SOLUTION ON PAGE 3 
11. Uttered 39. Hotel , 
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